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Overview

For a second straight year, IUPUI experienced modest gains to a new all-time high in credit hour enrollments and extremely
small gains in headcount enrollment. The increase in credit hours continues the trend of an increasing number of
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undergraduate full-time students, particularly at the lower class levels. At the same time, non-degree graduate enrollments
continue to decline. This year, enrollment in master's degree programs dropped by over five percent. Enrollments in the first
professional programs--Medicine, Dentistry and Law rose again this year continuing an upward trend.

Ten-year trends in headcount enrollment show that IUPUI is at or near the high water mark in new undergraduates and
overall enrollment in first professional programs. Non-degree and master's level graduate enrollments are near their bottom
point and undergraduate non-degree enrollments are at the second lowest point; a quarter of what they were at the beginning
of the ten-year period. The decline in non-degree undergraduate enrollments may reflect pressures, such as financial aid
availability, for undergraduates to enroll as degree-seeking students when they may not have well-formed degree aspirations.

Marion County high schools remain the largest source of new freshmen despite a slight decline in the number of students
originating from IPS and the Township schools. Increasing numbers of IUPUI freshmen come from high schools in the
surrounding counties of Central Indiana. Average SAT scores increased modestly this year, led by a 20 point gain among the
lowest scoring group—students admitted to the preparatory program. The average high school percentile rank of entering
students has not changed over the past five years. IUPUI continues to enroll large numbers of under-prepared students,
consistent with its mission as an open access institution. Analysis of retention rates among this group suggest that while they
are quite low, there is no justification for choosing any particular set of entry and placement testing criteria to determine who
among them is more or less likely to succeed. On the other hand, there are notable differences in rates of retention among
our better-prepared entering students according to their level of preparation. Efforts to recruit students more likely to succeed
at IUPUI must therefore run along two tracks: attracting more students from the top echelons of their high school classes
through honors programming, and better identifying the support needs of less well-prepared students.

While overall enrollment has changed only modestly, there has been more variation in enrollments among schools. The
School of Engineering and Technology experienced an 18 percent increase in credit hours despite a slight decline in student
majors. The Schools of Liberal Arts and Science saw notable increases in credit hours resulting from the large number of new
freshmen but also experienced declines in student majors. Notable student major increases occurred in the Herron School of
Art, Business, Continuing Studies, Law and the Library and Information Science programs at IUPUI. Notable declines
occurred in Nursing, Public and Environmental Affairs, and Allied Health.

(Back to Table of Contents, List of Displays)

Slow Growth and Continuing Trends

Overall enrollment at IUPUI increased slightly between Fall 1996 and Fall 1997 and continued recent trends toward more
full-time and traditional-aged students. The total number of students enrolled increased by 25, or less than one-tenth of one
percent, to 27,036. This still falls short of the Fall 1992 peak headcount enrollment of 28,345. However, student credit hour 
enrollment increased by over 5,400 or 2.1 percent to an all-time high.

Compared to Other IU Campuses

Overall Indiana University headcount enrollment increased by 0.8% and credit hour enrollment increased by 1.6%. Thus
IUPUI had a below average increase in the number of students attending but an above average increase in credit hours.
Among the eight IU campuses, the largest headcount enrollment increase occurred in the IU programs on the IUPU Fort
Wayne campus, followed by IU Southeast and IU Northwest. Two campuses, IU East and IU Kokomo, experienced slight
headcount enrollment declines. Credit hour enrollment increases were greatest at Fort Wayne, followed by South Bend,
Southeast, East and then IUPUI. Bloomington experienced similar rates of increase, about one percent, in both headcount
and credit hours. Display 1 summarizes the changes in headcount and credit hour enrollments among the eight campuses of
Indiana University.
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Ten-Year Enrollment Trends

Undergraduate student enrollment increased this past year by 180 or just less than one percent. The increase can be
attributed to the return of students from last year's record entering class, along with another strong year of new student
admissions. Non-degree undergraduate enrollments continue to decline, now representing less than one quarter of what they
were in the early 1990s. Display 2 summarizes the changes in both graduate and undergraduate enrollments at IUPUI over
the past ten years. The last two rows of this table indicate in which year, among the past ten, enrollment was highest and
where the 1997 enrollment level ranks within the ten-year period.
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For most graduate degree levels, recent enrollment declines follow a period of growth that culminated in 1994. Enrollment in
the first professional programs (Medicine, Dentistry, and Law) increased by 53 students (2.3%) this year continuing an
upward trend. At the same time, enrollment in master’s and doctoral programs declined notably, led by a decline of more than
six percent in degree-seeking master’s level students. This year represents the fourth straight year of decline in non-degree
graduate enrollments, although the 2.6% decrease was smaller than the 5.7% drop experienced last year. Both master’s level
and non-degree graduate enrollments are at the fourth lowest levels (7th rank) for this ten-year period.

Filling the Undergraduate Pipeline

Undergraduate enrollment is about 1,000 students lower than the peak headcount of Fall 1992. But the number of new
students this Fall (4,395 freshmen and transfers, combined) was nearly as high as last year’s record number (4,408).
Between 1992 and 1994, IUPUI experienced a near ten percent decrease in undergraduate enrollment (almost 2,000
students). This decrease was marked by two particularly small entering classes in 1993 and, most notably, in 1994 (3,340).
Over the past two years, we have admitted a record number of new students.

Display 3 provides further details on the trends in IUPUI undergraduate enrollment over the past ten years. The first set of
columns shows how the record number of new enrollments are characterized by a return to earlier levels in first-time
freshman enrollments along with an increase to record levels of new to IU transfer student enrollments. Inter-campus
transfers have remained relatively stable over this ten-year period although over the past few years they have hovered at
levels about five percent lower than the peak years of the early 1990s.

(Back to Table of Contents, List of Displays)

One would expect that the number of continuing students should follow trends that lag behind those of new students. That is,
any increases or decreases in new students should result in corresponding increases or decreases in returning students in
subsequent years as these students work their way through the system. This effect shows up to some extent for 1995 and
1996 enrollments of continuing upper division students. Among continuing lower division students, the pipeline was affected
for only one year, 1995, before the relatively large entering class that year refilled the ranks of returning lower division
students for 1996. 

Several factors combine to make it appear that IUPUI does not experience any appreciable pipeline effect in enrollments. If
you consider fall and spring new student admissions as well as intercampus transfers, IUPUI enrolls over 7,000 new
undergraduates each year. Add to this the relatively low retention rate among first year students and the combination of
baccalaureate and associate degree programs, and the trends in enrollment by class level appear less related to prior year’s
Fall freshmen entering class than is typical of traditional residential colleges and universities.

Display 4 illustrates this phenomenon, showing only a modest relationship between freshman enrollments and subsequent
year sophomore enrollments. There appears to be almost no relationship between lower division (freshman/sophomore) and
subsequent upper division (junior/senior) enrollments. Perhaps most strikingly, senior student enrollment has remained
virtually unchanged through the 1990s while overall undergraduate enrollments first declined and then increased notably, and
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especially in the freshman class. It is possible, though, that the pipeline effect is present but diluted by the low retention rates
and increasing number of transfer admissions. The declining size of the junior class level may catch up with senior level
enrollments in the coming years unless further strides are made to attract new upper division students.

(Back to Table of Contents, List of Displays)

New Undergraduate Student Enrollment

While recent declines in graduate level enrollments have offset some of the gains made at the undergraduate level, it is clear
that IUPUI’s most significant fluctuations in overall enrollments in the 1990s were related to the number of new
undergraduates. The quality improvement efforts of the Student Enrollment Support Services team and intensive marketing
efforts of 1993 through 1995 brought a larger number of new undergraduates to our campus. The timely formation of
University College will allow us to focus on how to improve the performance and persistence of our first-year students. In this
section we consider trends in the quality and source of new undergraduate students, that is, the group around which we are
designing the academic and administrative support programs of University College.

Quality

As an open-access institution, IUPUI admits students who demonstrate a wide variety of academic skills. Through this
academic year, students who do not meet the Indiana University Board of Trustees admissions standards are accepted into
the preparatory program of the Undergraduate Education Center (UEC). It is helpful to consider the academic quality
indicators of entering students according to their entry program.

Display 5 shows the trends in average SAT scores and high school percentile rank among first-time freshmen admitted
directly into an academic school, into the UEC and into the preparatory UEC program. The overall average SAT and high
school percentile rank is closer to that of preparatory students as IUPUI admits more students into the preparatory program
than as regular admits as shown in the bottom panel of Display 5.
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The fluctuating overall trend in SAT scores over the past five year, reflects changes in the distribution of new admits among
the preparatory and non-preparatory programs. Within category the trends have been more consistent. The most notable
change this past year is the near 20-point increase in the average among the preparatory group. On the other hand, average
high school percentile rank within each group has remained virtually unchanged.

Students admitted directly into an academic school or into the regular UEC program have above average SAT scores
compared to both Indiana and national norms, as shown in Display 6. However, the average score for preparatory students is
well below these two benchmarks. Differences in persistence according to these indicators are considered in a later section of
this analysis.

Display 6. Average SAT Scores -IUPUI Fall 1997 First-Time Freshmen
Compared to Indiana and National College Bound Seniors

Math Verbal Total

IUPUI

  Direct Admits/UEC 513 512 1025

  UEC-Preparatory 431 442 874

Total IUPUI 467 473 941
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Indiana 497 494 991

National 511 505 1016

Note. Columbus students are distributed among entry programs as
appropriate.

(Back to Table of Contents, List of Displays)

Sources of New Students

As an urban university without significant campus-resident population, IUPUI draws a majority of students from the
Indianapolis metropolitan area. Among first-time students, IUPUI has traditionally relied upon the metropolitan school districts
of Marion County while drawing relatively few students from the single largest district—Indianapolis Public Schools (IPS). This
fact is due mostly to the extremely low college-going rate of IPS seniors. Among new transfer students, IUPUI draws mostly
from other public universities in Indiana as well as from Indianapolis area private colleges and universities.

Freshman Feeder Schools

Fall 1997 first-time freshman admissions were characterized by a modest decline of five percent in students from Marion
County school districts with a near 15 percent decline in students from IPS. On the other hand, there was a near five percent
increase in students admitted from the Central Indiana counties surrounding Marion, representing a second consecutive year
of notable increase. Display 7 summarizes these trends, also showing that there was a modest drop in new students
originating from outside the Central Indiana region.

 

Display 7. Trends in Degree-Seeking Beginners by County of High School Attended

Fall Semester Entering Cohorts % Chg.

H.S. County 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 96 to 97

Marion

IPS 159 154 222 211 180 -14.7%

Other 767 626 795 875 847 -3.2%

Total from Marion County 926 780 1,017 1,086 1,027 -5.4%

Surrounding Counties

Boone 42 37 27 38 55 44.7%

Hamilton 146 131 140 179 174 -2.8%

Hancock 69 59 64 68 107 57.4%

Hendricks 128 138 171 184 194 5.4%

Johnson 166 156 150 184 187 1.6%

Shelby 53 37 33 55 45 -18.2%

Morgan 74 48 86 105 93 -11.4%

Total Surronding Counties 678 606 671 813 855 5.2%
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Other Indiana High School 406 397 490 560 534 -4.6%

All Others* 214 212 270 314 305 -2.9%

Grand Total 2,224 1,995 2,448 2,773 2,721 -1.9%

*includes out-of-state, unknown, GED, etc.

(Back to Table of Contents, List of Displays)

Display 8 further reflects these trends showing a large decline in students originating from our top area high
school feeder, Ben Davis, as well as from Carmel. These losses were offset by significant increases in
students from Perry Meridian and Warren Central, which moved up to be our second largest area feeder.
Increases in students from surrounding counties show up in this display by the presence of New Palestine and
Avon among the top high school feeders.

 

Display 8. Top High School Feeders - First-Time Freshmen

Fall Semester Entering Cohorts % Chg.

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 96 to 97

Ben Davis 107 96 131 152 111 -27.0%

Warren Central 101 71 92 73 89 21.9%

North Central 78 62 81 81 82 1.2%

Center Grove 63 68 69 80 81 1.3%

Carmel 78 66 64 95 78 -17.9%

Perry Meridian 60 36 44 52 75 44.2%

Franklin Central 46 45 33 58 64 10.3%

Pike 48 36 59 59 60 1.7%

Southport 49 42 53 58 56 -3.4%

Decatur Central 45 49 45 53 54 1.9%

New Palestine 18 19 17 26 53 103.8%

Avon 37 28 37 37 52 40.5%

(Back to Table of Contents, List of Displays)

Transfer Feeder Institutions

Ball State University continues to be the top feeder of Fall transfer students despite a ten percent decline from
last year. This decline may be due to lower enrollments at Ball State over the past few years. On the other
hand, there was a notable increase in transfers from Indiana State, which has also been experiencing lower
enrollments in recent years. Transfers from Purdue, West Lafayette, remained at the high water mark set last
Fall of just under 100. 

Indiana’s two-year colleges, Vincennes and Ivy Tech, remain important feeders to IUPUI. The overall increase
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in new transfer enrollments has placed several new institutions into this feeder list, including the University of
Southern Indiana and Purdue University, Calumet.

It should be noted that undergraduate students who come to IUPUI from IU Bloomington far outnumber those
coming from any feeder institution shown in Display 9. For example, in Fall 1997, 675 students switched their
IU enrollment from the Bloomington campus to Indianapolis. On the other hand, during this same time period,
351 students moved from IUPUI to the Bloomington campus. Coordination of academic program requirements
and the unified academic records system of Indiana University facilitate the movement of students among IU
campuses. 

Display 9. Top Transfer Student Feeder Institutions

Fall Semester Entering Cohorts % Chg.

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 96 to 97

Ball State Univ 112 100 102 131 117 -10.7%

Vincennes University 115 97 106 102 103 1.0%

Purdue Univ W Lafyte 83 66 88 99 98 -1.0%

Indiana Vo Tec Indnp 56 52 73 94 88 -6.4%

Indiana State Univer 53 55 82 70 86 22.9%

Univ Of Indianapolis 38 23 44 35 41 17.1%

Univ Southrn Indiana 11 22 14 21 34 61.9%

Butler University 15 17 21 23 26 13.0%

Purdue Univ Calumet 5 5 9 8 23 187.5%

Indiana Vo Tec Columbus 6 9 2 13 21 61.5%

(Back to Table of Contents, List of Displays)

IUPUI remains a net importer of students within the IU system with many students who started elsewhere
finishing their careers at IUPUI (and being credited toward the graduation rate of their campus of origin). On
the other hand, the majority of students who start at IUPUI do not complete their college studies anywhere.
Past studies have related our poor graduation rate among first-time students to the low levels of academic
preparedness among this entering population. In light of the large numbers of preparatory students we
continue to admit this remains a pivotal issue for the stature of undergraduate education at IUPUI.

(Back to Table of Contents, List of Displays)

Student Retention

Analysis of student retention at IUPUI has demonstrated that, despite the many qualifications that make traditional measures
inadequate indicators of overall student persistence, the very low rates of retention among first-time students cannot be
readily dismissed. Despite the devotion of significant resources to this issue, the rates have changed little over the past five
years. Display 10 shows that IUPUI experienced a two percent decline this past year in retention among the Fall 1996
entering first-time freshman class. This is not surprising, though, given the record number of students admitted to the
preparatory program last Fall. 

 



IUPUI Fall 1997 Enrollment Report http://www.imir.iupui.edu/infore/mi/fall97/fall97en.htm

10 of 19 3/14/2006 1:50 PM

Display 10. Beginning Freshmen Retention to the Second Year (AS/BS Degree-Seekers)

1992 1993 1994 1995 1996

Campus 
Summary

 

 

 

 

TOTAL
54.9% 55.7% 55.2% 57.2% 55.8%

(2438) (2216) (1979) (2421) (2753)

Directly Admitted to a 
School

63.2% 66.2% 66.9% 66.7% 67.6%

(446) (382) (353) (417) (404)

UEC - Regular Program
60.9% 59.8% 59.8% 64.9% 63.7%

(624) (574) (527) (609) (590)

UEC - Preparatory Program
49.4% 50.7% 49.3% 51.0% 50.4%

(1368) (1260) (1099) (1395) (1759)

Full-Time

 

 

 

 

TOTAL
58.5% 61.4% 61.4% 62.0% 61.0%

(1471) (1332) (1300) (1651) (1923)

Directly Admitted to a 
School

64.3% 70.4% 70.3% 70.1% 69.5%

(336) (314) (296) (338) (338)

UEC - Regular Program
63.5% 65.7% 65.4% 70.1% 67.4%

(400) (379) (379) (469) (454)

UEC - Preparatory Program
53.1% 54.5% 54.7% 54.1% 55.9%

(735) (639) (625) (844) (1131)

Part-Time

 

 

 

 

TOTAL
49.4% 47.2% 43.4% 46.9% 43.7%

(967) (884) (679) (770) (830)

Directly Admitted to a 
School

60.0% 47.1% 49.1% 51.9% 57.6%

(110) (68) (57) (79) (66)

UEC - Regular Program
56.3% 48.2% 45.3% 47.1% 51.5%

(224) (195) (148) (140) (136)

UEC - Preparatory Program
45.2% 46.9% 42.2% 46.1% 40.6%

(633) (621) (474) (551) (628)

Notes: The numbers in parentheses indicate the size of the entering freshman cohorts.  IUPU Columbus students are 
distributed among the entry program categories as appropriate.

**Preliminary figures
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Closer inspection of retention rates by entry program and course load reveals an interesting interaction effect. Specifically, the
retention rate decreased among full-time regular admits (direct and UEC) and part-time preparatory admits, but increased
among full-time preparatory admits (the largest single group) and part-time regular admits. This interaction is illustrated in
Figure 1.

(Back to Table of Contents, List of Displays)

With the formation of University College and the development of the coordinating Enrollment Management Group, there is an
increased need for understanding the relationship between entering student characteristics, the need for certain types of
academic and social supports, and the likelihood for success at IUPUI. Toward this end, Display 11 illustrates the relationship
between various student entry characteristics and freshman persistence.
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These tables show that the math placement test is the best single predictor of freshman retention among entry qualifications
and placement tests. Students who place into the lowest level course, M010, are retained at a rate of 43% while those placing
into college level math—a notably small group—are retained at a rate of 74%. Each gradation of math placement accounts for
a difference of 10 percent in the retention rate.

The entry characteristics of students—SAT scores, H.S. percentile rank and number of college preparatory units taken in high
school—also account for significant differences in first-year retention rates. However, the range of these differences does not
readily suggest the use of one or more of these indicators as a useful screening criteria. Number of college preparatory units
accounts for the largest variation in retention rates among the entry indicators but the relationship is not linear. That is,
students having in the range of 8-12 units have retention rates lower than students with fewer than 8 units and only students
with 16 or more units are notably higher than those with the fewest units. It should be noted, though, that students at the low



IUPUI Fall 1997 Enrollment Report http://www.imir.iupui.edu/infore/mi/fall97/fall97en.htm

13 of 19 3/14/2006 1:50 PM

end of this measure may represent those who have been out of high school longer.

By and large, levels close to the Board of Trustees admissions criteria for each measure appear to represent a reasonable
point around which there is a notable difference. For example, students scoring below 800 on the SATs have a notably lower
retention rates than those scoring above 800 but there is not much differentiation among the groups below 800 (i.e., students
scoring below 600 are retained at roughly the same rate as those scoring between 600 and 800. For high school percentile
rank, the 50th percentile represents a similar point below which there is not much differentiation.

The point in time at which a student applies to IUPUI is also a significant predictor of first-year retention. There is a notable
drop in retention for students applying after March compared to those applying before. A second drop in retention rates
occurs for those applying after July 1. This is particularly notable since several of the steps taken to increase enrollment over
the last two years resulted in increases in students admitted after June 1, who now represent one-quarter of the entering
class.

As noted above, the math placement exam distinguishes best among students who are likely to persist and those who may
drop out. It is somewhat surprising that the reading placement results do not predict persistence rates as well. It is especially
notable that the relatively small group of students with the lowest test scores who place into the Gateway program are
retained at the highest rate. This may well attest to the success of the academic supports provided these students.

It is difficult to interpret the relationship between placement test results and retention based solely on the differences in rates
shown here. On the one hand, a good placement test should allow one to predict who is most likely and who is least likely to
succeed in college courses. On the other hand, an effective remedial course may very well mitigate the predictive value of the
placement tests. That is, if students are placed appropriately and if remediation is effective, then there should be less
relationship between the initial placement and subsequent success in college. It is also quite possible that certain
deficiencies, such as reading, are easier to remediate than others, such as math.

(Back to Table of Contents, List of Displays)

School-Based Enrollments

Majors

Although the overall student headcount changed by so little this past year, school enrollments were more variable. About half
of the academic schools experienced decreases in student major enrollments and half experienced increases. Display 12
shows the trends in student headcount enrollment by school. Reflecting the large numbers of new freshman over the past two
years, the largest enrollment increase was in the Undergraduate Education Center (up 381 students from 1996). The Herron
School of Art also experienced a notable increase of 90 students from 1996 to 1997. Smaller but notable increases occurred
in Continuing Studies, Business, Library and Information Sciences and Law. The School of Nursing again experienced the
greatest decline in major enrollments, down 184 from Fall 1996 to Fall 1997 as part of a continuing trend. Other notable
declines occurred in Liberal Arts (down 125) Public and Environmental Affairs (down 81), Allied Health (down 68) and Science
(down 56). As reported earlier, graduate non-degree enrollments also decreased by a notable amount (69).

 

Display 12. Five-Year Trends in IUPUI Student Enrollment by School

Fall Semester

93 94 95 96 97

Student School

Allied Health 1,122 1,173 1,136 1,056 988

Business 1,328 1,230 1,188 1,165 1,197

Columbus 1,405 1,455 1,413 1,485 1,492

Continuing Studies 754 648 670 741 778

Dentistry** 571 587 612 626 642
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Education 1,947 1,995 1,952 2,064 2,052

Engr And Tech 2,264 2,085 1,982 1,953 1,936

Grad Non-Degree 1,358 1,366 1,446 1,242 1,173

Graduate School 279 313 338 339 364

Herron School Of Art 500 496 542 586 676

Journalism 75 76 65 79 65

Law 823 841 835 836 862

Liberal Arts 2,017 2,059 1,868 1,643 1,518

Library, Info Science 119 125 149 177 206

Medicine 1,085 1,098 1,110 1,118 1,119

Music 2 1 2 17 12

Nursing 2,185 1,716 1,477 1,265 1,081

Physical Education*** 332 336 374 384 380

Public & Envir Affairs 1,122 1,125 1,057 1,045 964

Science 1,202 1,300 1,427 1,502 1,446

Social Work 472 477 544 554 526

Transient 178 232 201 150 175

U.G. Ed Ctr (Prep Prg) 2,624 2,389 2,717 3,039 3,058

U.G. Educ Center 3,788 3,643 3,834 3,945 4,326

Grand Total 27,552 26,766 26,939 27,011 27,036 

 

**includes Dental Aux Education
***includes Rst/Htl/Inst/Tour Mgt

Changes in Graduate Enrollments

Declines noted earlier in master’s and doctoral level enrollments at IUPUI are examined more closely in Displays 13 and 14.
Display 13 arrays master’s level programs associated with each school and for the departments within the arts and sciences,
according to their change in enrollment between Fall 1993 and Fall 1997. Notable increases have occurred in master’s
programs in Library and Information Science, Social Work, various Medical Science disciplines and Biology, as well as the
addition of the Philanthropic Studies program. But these gains have been more than erased by large declines in MBA
students at Indianapolis, as well as large drops in master’s level students in Public and Environmental Affairs, Education, and
Nursing.

Display 13. Changes in Master's Program Enrollments, 
1993-97

Program Area 1993 1997 Diff.
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Library & Info Science 114 172 58

Social Work 308 359 51

Medical Sciences 35 67 32

Philanthropic Studies - 30 30

Biology 38 63 25

Computer Science 10 23 13

Music - 12 12

English - 10 10

Geology 5 14 9

Economics 8 16 8

History 25 30 5

Math-Stats 11 15 4

Allied Health 5 8 3

Engineering 55 58 3

Dentistry 115 117 2

Chemistry 29 30 1

Psychology 24 23 (1)

Physics 6 2 (4)

Physical Education 13 7 (6)

Other 12 4 (8)

Herron Art 14 6 (8)

Adult Educ. (Cont. Stds.) 34 16 (18)

Nursing 277 229 (48)

Education 322 244 (78)

Public & Environ Affairs 310 212 (98)

Business (MBA) 460 307 (153)

Total 2,230 2,074 (156)

(Back to Table of Contents, List of Displays)

Changes in doctoral program enrollments are characterized in Display 14 with the further classification of programs according
to the campus to which any degree completions are credited. Despite slight decreases in doctoral level enrollments within the
largest campus programs in the various medical sciences and in Nursing, doctoral enrollments in programs which lead to
degrees credited to the IUPUI campus are up slightly, thanks to increases within Psychology and the new Ph.D. program in
Social Work. Doctoral level enrollments are down slightly in most of the School of Science programs that lead to degrees



IUPUI Fall 1997 Enrollment Report http://www.imir.iupui.edu/infore/mi/fall97/fall97en.htm

16 of 19 3/14/2006 1:50 PM

credited to the Purdue campus, with the exception of Biology. Finally, there were slight decreases in doctoral enrollments
within the relatively large Education doctoral programs that lead to a degree credited to the Bloomington campus.

 

Display 14. Changes in Doctoral Program Enrollments, 1993-97

Program Area 1993 1997 Diff.

Degrees Credited to IUPUI

Psychology 12 31 19

Social Work 0 12 12

Medical Sciences 145 136 -9

Nursing 71 62 -9

Subtotal 228 241 13

Degrees Credited to Purdue, West Lafayette

Biology 1 7 6

Mathematics 20 15 -5

Physics 10 4 -6

Chemistry 24 16 -8

Subtotal 55 42 -13

Degrees Credited to IU, Bloomington

Other 6 4 -2

Education 65 59 -6

Subtotal 71 63 -8

Grand Total 354 346 -8

(Back to Table of Contents, List of Displays)

Course Enrollments

Despite declines in student major enrollments, the Schools of Science and Liberal Arts experienced significant increases in
credit hour enrollments due to the large number of new freshmen who take courses primarily in those two schools. However,
the credit hour increase in Liberal Arts and Science was surpassed by increases in the School of Engineering and
Technology, which experienced a phenomenal 18 percent increase of 2,580 credit hours. This information is shown in Display
15. Liberal Arts increases were close in number (2,489) but represented a smaller proportion (4.7%) from their large base.
Science enrollments were up by two percent or 1,349 credit hours. Other increases followed more closely the increases in
student majors for Herron, Business, and Law.
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Display 15. Five-Year Trends in IUPUI Course Credit Hours Enrollment by School

Fall Semester

93 94 95 96 97

School Offering Course

Allied Health 6,080 7,118 7,348 7,045 7,198

Business 13,745 14,126 14,343 15,200 15,712

Columbus* 11,114 11,005 11,487 12,836 13,224

Dentistry 7,556 7,899 8,157 9,035 9,021

Education 13,184 13,012 13,290 13,803 12,985

Engr And Tech 17,306 15,882 14,810 14,222 16,802

Graduate School 96 183 181 160 141

Herron 6,029 5,898 6,076 6,388 7,324

Journalism 799 831 844 892 760

Labor Studies 124 85 131 134 142

Law 10,252 10,533 10,839 10,646 11,034

Liberal Arts 53,895 49,699 51,419 53,092 55,581

Library, Info Science 617 715 898 981 1,033

Medicine 20,995 20,621 20,791 20,906 20,417

Music 1,651 2,010 2,194 2,446 2,675

Nursing 12,836 12,464 12,286 10,810 9,382

Other 95 62 75 73 257

Physical Educ 5,146 5,192 5,923 6,233 5,857

Public & Envir Affairs 8,177 8,161 7,570 7,868 7,600

Science 56,590 55,793 59,278 61,473 62,822

Social Work 5,309 5,344 6,280 6,665 6,372

Grand Total 251,596 246,633 254,219 260,908 266,338

 

*Includes All Courses Offered at the Columbus Campus
**Adult Education moved from EDUC to SCS

(Back to Table of Contents, List of Displays)
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The largest decline in course enrollments occurred in the School of Nursing, which dropped 13 percent or 1,428 credit hours.
Smaller but significant declines also occurred in Education, Medicine, Physical Education, Social Work, and Public and
Environmental Affairs. Although smaller in number, the decline of 132 credit hours in Journalism represented the largest
percentage decline (15%) given the small base upon which that decline occurred.

(Back to Table of Contents, List of Displays)

Summary and Conclusions

IUPUI's modest increase in student enrollment this year was related primarily to increases in new undergraduates, both
first-time and transfer. These modest increases mask some notable declines in graduate level enrollments, especially at the
master's level. Furthermore, IUPUI's doctoral enrollments show no sign of increase despite attempts to build upon these
programs and ultimately achieve status as a Research I university.

IUPUI stills relies heavily on enrollments in the preparatory program. However, students in this program contribute
significantly to our low retention rate. Only half of them typically stay longer than one year. On one bright note, the average
SAT scores of students entering into the preparatory program increased by 20 points between Fall 1996 and Fall 1997. The
first semester performance of these students will give us some indication as to whether the retention rate is likely to increase
in any notable way.

Students who enter into the preparatory program are at greater risk for dropping out than are those who meet the Board of
Trustees admissions standards. But within this group, differences in entry characteristics do not predict very well the
likelihood of success. Entry characteristics are better predictors of likelihood for success among more well-prepared students.
IUPUI's effort to attract students who are more likely to succeed will therefore need to follow two tracks: one to promote IUPUI
as a choice among more well-prepared students; and another to better serve the academic and social support needs of less
well-prepared students. Given the intense resource needs of serving less well-prepared students, IUPUI must choose
thoughtfully among the types of students and programming that will be most effective in terms of cost, quality, and access.
IUPUI should continue working with other area institutions such as Ivy Tech State College and the various adult education
centers to coordinate and integrate services for the least well-prepared students. It is clear that our current efforts in educating
under-prepared students fall short of fulfilling our academic and social missions for Central Indiana and the state at large.

Declines in Graduate level enrollments at IUPUI are impeding our growth as an urban research university. As of Fall 1995,
IUPUI had the 44th largest enrollments of any university or college in the United States. During this same year, IUPUI ranked
second in the nation, behind the University of New Mexico, in graduate non-degree enrollments, and ninth nation-wide in first
professional enrollments. However, IUPUI ranked 187th that year in master's and doctoral student enrollments. Comparisons
with peer urban universities place IUPUI at the top in graduate, non-degree and first professional enrollments, but near the
bottom in master's and doctoral program enrollments. This is further exacerbated by the fact that one third of our doctoral
students are enrolled in programs for which degree conferral credit goes to either Bloomington or West Lafayette.

(Back to Table of Contents, List of Displays)

For Further Details
This enrollment report and analysis provides an overview for the IUPUI campus. The Office of Information Management and
Institutional Research provides this analysis as part of its Fall Enrollment Report series. This series also includes a set of
tables regarding Fall 1997 enrollments and enrollment trends over the past five years. IMIR also generates profile and trends
reports for each academic school as well as for UEC and IUPU Columbus. Copies of these reports are circulated to the
campuses executive administrators, school deans, and faculty and staff who serve on campus committees concerned with
academic and student affairs. IMIR also encourages members of the campus community to request more specific views of
these and other relevant institutional data by contacting our office by phone (278-2282), or by using the "Information Request"
form on our web page.
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Office of Information Management and Institutional Research

Campus Address: Union Building, Room G003
Mailing Address: 620 Union Drive, Room G003, Indianapolis, IN 46202-5167

Telephone: (317) 278-2282
Fax: (317) 274-3400
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